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PRESS RELEASE 

Friday 27th May 2016 at 6 pm 
 

The prize-winners of the 2015  
”Contemporary Talents” Competition 
International Contemporary Art Competition 
 
 
The Fondation François Schneider supports the visual arts, notably by buying artworks 
created by artists whose talent has not yet been recognized.  
Every year the Foundation organizes the competition "Contemporary Talents" to 
discover and support seven visual artists, whose artworks are linked with the theme of 
water. In order to choose the laureates of the competition 2015 « Talents 
Contemporains », 4 committees of experts have selected artworks or projects from 42 
finalists among 2,363 applicants from 90 countries. 
 
On the 27th of May, Jean-Noël Jeanneney, President of the International Grand 
Jury, will announce the name of the prize-winners of the 2015 "Contemporary 
Talents" Competition for an exhibition in 2017 at the Fondation François Schneider 
 
 
The International Grand Jury 
 

- President of the Jury : Jean-Noël Jeanneney, Paris, France 
- Michel Grilli, Member of the European Investment Bank’s Art Committee, London, 

United Kingdom 
- Daniel Lelong, Galerie Lelong, Paris, France / New York, USA 
- Rosa Maria Malet, Director of the Foundation Miro, Barcelona, Spain 
- Alfred Pacquement, Heritage Expert, Paris, France 
- Fabrizio Plessi, Italian Artist, did represent Italy at the 42nd Venice Biennale in 1986, 
Venice/Majorque, Italy 
 

Committees of experts 
 

- François DOURNES, Galerie Lelong, Paris, France 
- Pierre-Marie EUDES, Artistic Advisor, France 
- Bernard GOY, Advisor in Fine Arts for the DRAC Alsace, Strasbourg, France 
- François HEBEL, Artistic Director, France and Founder of Foto/Industria, Bologna, 

Italy 
- Sophie KAPLAN, Director of the Centre d’Art Contemporain la Criée, Rennes, France 
- Gianfranco SCHIAVANO, Managing Director of Häusler Contemporary Zürich, 

Switzerland 
- Agnès SIRE, Director of the Fondation Henri Cartier Bresson, Paris, France 
- Auguste VONVILLE, Artistic Advis
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The finalists of the competition 2015 

« Contemporary 
Talents » 

Exhibition in 2017 at the Fondation François Schneider 
 
 
 

Bina Baitel  
Guillaume Barth  
Clémentine b.  
Muriel Bordier  
Blanca Botero  
Claude Cattelain  
Mathilde Caylou  
Julie Chaffort  
Gregory Chatonsky  
Marisa Culatto  
Christobal De Oliveira  
Manuel Diemer  
Rebecca Digne  
Marcel Dinahet  
Ben Elliot  
Antonio Fiorentino  
Natalia Forcada  
Guy Giraud  
Laura Gozlan  
Julien Grossmann  
Natalia Jaime-Cortez 

Oriol Jolonch  
Zhang Kechun  
Roman Krassoulia  
Mathilde Lavenne  
Pauline Lavogez  
Fernando Martin Godoy  
Aurélia Nardini  
Akmar Nijhof  
Jesus Pinto  
Benoît Pype  
François Reau  
Olivier Robert  
Belén Rodriguez-Gonzalez  
Carolina Saquel  
Loup Sarion  
Alex Seton  
Fanny Spano  
Sophie Usunier  
Florian Viel  
Marya Yaborskaya 
Collective : Coline Caussade  
        & Sarah Clerval 
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Bina Baitel, born in 1977 – France 
Fontaine gonflable, project, Installation 

 
The work of Bina Baitel, Franco-Israeli-
Swedish artist with an architectural 
background, explores the changing 
boundaries between functional objects 
and works of art. 
 
With Fontaine Gonflable, Bina Baitel 
merges the industrial universe of 
inflatable products with the architectural 
language of urban fountains.  
In between an industrial production and 
a traditional structure, a series of 
superimposed buoys define the shape of 
a monumental fountain. 
Characterized by its statuary fixity, the 
fountain becomes a mobile and flexible 
object. 

 
 

Guillaume Barth, born in 1985 - France 
Le deuxième monde,  2015, Video 

 

 
 

This video offers the subjective vision of an object orbiting around Elina. During its 
revolution there is a constant shift between reality and imagination. The circular 
horizon represents a landmark that is both moving and evasive. The cycle of the finite 
is inscribed within the infinite, and that of the visible within the invisible. Tis 
gravitation leads to a vision that fluctuates at the boundary between two worlds.  
 
Guillaume Barth's work channels energies, both physical and metaphysical, to fit into 
an expanded history of sculpture, in its postmodern definition. Even so, his work 
tackles essential issues: man's place in the universe, and our own place within the social 
space we belong to, try to escape, or wish we could escape.
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Clémentine b., born in 1964 -   France 
A un fil x, 2007, Photography 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
She started the series "A un fil" in 2004 and has pursued this work over the years 
and keeps on doing so today. The title, as well as the choice of fragmenting the 
images into polyptychs, reveals the fragility of life, the ephemeral and transient side 
of existence.  
Multiple readings are possible, whether the viewer merely looks at the images, or 
ventures into the abyssal depth of what hides behind them.  
 
Conscious/unconscious, presence/absence, Inside/outside, surface/depth, light/dark 
will be found constantly facing up. 

 
 

Muriel Bordier, born in 1965 -  France 
Cours de natation n°2, 2015, Photography 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Muriel Bordier is a photographer who always approaches her subjects with a clear 
taste for humour. She constructs little worlds, revealing her own version of a reality 
that she joyfully lampoons.  
 
Her latest work, Les Thermes (Baths), explores the world of swimming baths, 
including the sporting activities that take place there (swimming lessons, diving) 
and the different areas (pools, diving board, showers). 
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Blanca Botero, born in 1968 - Colombia 
Oleoagua, 2015, Drawing 
 
The work of Blanca Botero explores the 
landscape, which she has interpreted as a more 
cultural than natural composition, resulting 
from the coexistence of living beings, inert 
things and invisible forces and relationships 
such as country boundaries and socio-economic 
strata and relations.  
 
Her work oleoagua (a new word that combines 
the terms water and oil) is a profound and 
documented reflexion on the hidden 
ramifications that the accidental oil spills cause 
around them, and, in particular, those from the 
Gulf of Mexico spill in 2010.  
 
 
 
 
 

Claude Cattelain, born in 1972 - France 
Fabrica/Brighton - day 10 recovered, 2014, Video 
 

 
 
Exploring the absurdity of our gestures and the possibility of failure or defeat, but 
also the idea of knowledge and the way it is perpetually called into question, Claude 
Cattelain tries to illustrate our fragility in relation to the world around us, as is the 
case in this video in which he tirelessly pushes back the waves battering the coast. 
 
“Walking on the spot and digging out the sand beneath my feet; making holes to 
breathe and to see through; tirelessly erecting a deliberately unstable structure; 
building a column from the ceiling downwards… All these are activities in which my 
body exhausts itself in an unstable equilibrium, constructing and deconstructing to 
the point of excess”.  
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Mathilde Caylou, born in 1985 - France 
In-ondes, 2015, Installation 

 
The installation In-Ondes is 
made of 7 crystal pieces. 
These pieces were blown 
into moulds of rocks that 
came from the Vosges 
Mountains which used to 
have a glacier. The local 
topography shows that these 
rocks are located in the 
middle of concentric curves 
that remind us of that 
remote geological age. We 
can detect the melting of ice 
through the visual and 
physical similarity between the crystal and the ice.  
 
Graphic waves are printed on covering material that are used in greenhouses for market 
gardening. Mathilde Caylou gives shape to the materiality of geographical and 
geological phenomena that are imperceptible to the human eye. 

 
 

 

Julie Chaffort, born in 1982 - France 
Montagnes noires, 2015, Video 

 
Julie Chaffort is 
particularly interested in 
vast, empty territories, 
their deserted and 
abandoned look, and their 
potential for 
contemplation and 
meditation.  
 
Her films are composed of 
scenes colored with 
strangeness, surrealism 
and absurdity that mirror 

and reflect a jubilant and decadent world. She chooses places that give no indications of 
time period, temporality, geography or civilization and uses "natural" outdoor settings 
(fields, forests, plains, deserts, etc…) which give intensity to the situations and 
characters.Julie Chaffort’s taste for the off-beat (the passage from serious to 
burlesque,…) shifts in situations and emotions, the themes of endurance. Montagnes 
noires is a video about perdition, wandering. Like abandonment on water, sheep are 
condemned to derive on a raft.  



9  

Gregory Chatonsky, born in 1971 - France 
Netsea, Projet, Installation 

 
 

 
 
Ebb and flow of the ocean, of the data over the Web. A computer search on the Internet 
for information on water temperature, sea levels, current speeds, etc. It seems to do this 
research independently as guided by his own will. These datas transform the image 
projected on a large panorama: a fully digital ocean whose waves change according to 
information found by the machine. The sound atmosphere also varies.  
 
Questioning the relationship between the natural ocean and the sea of the network 
data, Netsea shows how the two became inextricable. 

 
 
 
Marisa Culatto, born in 1964 - Spain 
Flora 32, 2015, Photography 

 
 

Was trained in analogue photography in Gran 
Canaria and Barcelona, but it was the encounter 
with digital photography what consolidated her 
artistic practice as her interest lies in pushing – 
blurring – the boundaries of photography into the 
language usually associated with other mediums.  
 
Constraints, domesticity and daily rituals are at 
the centre of her practice.  She is also interested 
in the notion of reality being a construct, and, 
therefore, much of her work addresses 
contradictions, misperceptions and/or a degree of 
visual ambiguity. 
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Christobal De Oliveira, born in 1976 - France 
Vivariums, 2012, Video 
 
Christobal de Oliveira conceives spaces 
to inhabit where dialogue digital 
technology and traditional techniques 
(sculpture, painting, drawing, film). 
Starting from the idea of alteration, he 
explores the intimate dimension of the 
individual memory just like he 
considers the biological and ethical 
issues raised by our collective choices.  
 
His series of videos Vivariums recalls 
the world of curiosity cabinets and 
Japanese Yokaï. Living forms unfold, as captured in the abyss, mutating in water. 
They bring us to face nature modified by men: as if we were determined to say 
nothing about it, only able to activate the disaster’s poetic potential, failing to 
prevent its coming. 
 
 

Manuel Diemer, born in 1991 - France 
Isula, 2015, Installation 

 
 
 

 
After studing in product design in Strasbourg, Manuel Diemer learned glass blowing 
techniques at CERFAV in Vannes-le-Châtel. He develops projects focusing on creation 
and design process. 
 
The Isula art installation is a series of twelve glass blown pieces that represent the 
evolution of fictious mountains. Two observing directions are possible: the genesis and 
the decline of the island. In order to generate this series, the artist used a wooden mold 
that deteriorates when the hot glass is blown on it. This process calls to mind the 
natural phenomenon of erosion and the rise of the sea level. 
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Rebecca Digne, born in 1982 - France 
Climats, 2014, Video 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Climats (Climates) was shot in Rebecca Digne’s studio following her visit to Japan. In 
the centre of the space stands a 1/33 scale model of the studio with its floor covered in 
black soil. Artificial rain inundates the room and saturates the image.  
 
The video constitutes a milestone in the career of an artist who previously worked in 
16 mm and Super 8 film. Rebecca Digne uses a simple, non-narrative gesture to show 
that cinema is less to do with format than syntax between spaces and durations – both 
everyday and ritual. 

 
 
 
 

Marcel Dinahet, born in 1943 - France 
Suite -1, 2015, Video 
 

 
 
From the early nineties, the 
coastline has become my 
favorite field of research, as 
an area or interface with 
which I have a regular dialog. 
This connection between land 
and sea strikes me for its 
fragility and constant 
transformation.  
 

 
As they so often shift with weather, light and tides, these conditions invite variations 
in my relation to the coastline and allow me to create images escaping any 
documentary or narrative logic. 
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Ben Elliot, born in 1994 - France 
Resin 3, 2015, Sculpture 
 
Ben Elliot conceives his 
practice as a dematerial 
network. Dematerialization 
and life are treated on every 
level from the plastic to the 
social interactions. 
 
Artworks - supports – 
autonomous and 
interconnected - subjects and 
objects  - content and 
container - are prone to their 
transparency in a constant 
aesthetic of dissolving - 
physically real and mentally removed - questioning their own foundations and those of 
matter - which is - reality. 
 
 

 
 

Antonio Fiorentino, born in 1987 - Italy 
Dominium melancholiae, 2014, Sculpture 
 

 
 
Antonio Fiorentino’s artwork « Dominium Melancholiae » is largely inspired by the 
German artist, Albrecht Dürer. As many of his artworks, this one is darkly tainted and 
brings a nebulous message.  
 
The mix of zinc and other chemicals constitutes the starting point of a generative 
reaction of the vegetation at the surface of the chemical residues. This installation 
changes on its own. The water becomes a fertile environment for life and brings growth 
to the elements.   
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Natalia Forcada, born in 1981 - Argentina 
Searching for big fish, 2014, Video 
 
Natalia Forcada is a 
multidisciplinary artist who has 
had exhibitions, residencies and 
awards in different places around 
the globe. 
 
With Searching for big fish, the 
artist parodies reality shows, with 
the starting point of a fish 
beauty-contest reality show. A 
fish, a former participant on the 
reality show “Big Aquarium” talks about being on the show and returning home. 
The shine of her scales is too much for this beauty reality show. Life on the show 
isn’t happy, but neither is life back in the La Plata river. Welcome to the Me Show, 
where anonymity is a specter that tours the world.  
 
 
 
 

 
Guy Giraud, born in 1963 - France 
Trois fruits déshydratés, 2015, Photography 
 

 
 
For three or four years, the kitchen, as the place of encounter and transformation of a 
motley collection of raw materials became Guy Giraud’s favourite little photographic 
hunting ground. This was a way for him to continue his creative work through other 
means and to take advantage of a reduced space without just feeling sorry for himself. 
During that period of time, the pictures frequently seized the remains of meals, piles of 
plates, the chaos of household objects on the white background of the kitchen table, 
shortly, they captured unstable moments. The objects on them were still located within 
their own context.  
 
His photographic work as a whole remained en stoemelings that is to say confidential 
for five years, known only to his close friends. My first exhibition focusing only on his 
photographic work took place in 2010. The still life photographs he presented to the 
foundation were produced over a period of almost ten years and have not yet been 
presented to a larger audience.  
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Laura Gozlan, born in 1979 - France 
Skinny dip unsensory 1, 2015, Installation 
 
Laura Gozlan's practice is 
articulated around experimental 
films, videos and visual 
installations assembling sculptures, 
projection devices and objects. She 
find interest in scientific and 
architectural utopias and the 
communities they generate, with a 
predilection for their representation 
in genre cinema. 
 
The video installation Skinny Dip 
Unsensory recreates an augmented 
projection booth. The video-projector's beam is diffracted on the reflective surfaces of 
glasses and moulded wax screen-sculptures. These processes of defragmentation, 
crumpling and duplication come to pierce the flatness of the screen, giving access to its 
depth and restoring the picture to a certain liquid state. 

 

Julien Grossmann, born in 1983 - France 
Marine affairs, 2014, Video 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Julien Grossmann works with a broad range of medias, such as installation, sculpture, 
music and publications. His art practice explores the interrelations of material and 
ideas, investigating different facets of our globalized world. His projects often confront 
different scales with one another, placing specific cultural markers in a global 
perspective, or exploring the transformation processes and cultural appropriation of 
natural and raw materials.  
 

The video installation Marine Affairs is concerned with the common regulation 
enterprise of oceanic and maritime space, vast and fluid in nature; a space of dialogue 
and friction where nations and people alike project their interests and aspirations 
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Natalia Jaime-Cortez, born in 1983 - France 
Le vague et les vagues, 2015, Drawing  

 
 
The gestures developed by Natalia Jaime-Cortez seem to be a long, exploratory 
conversation between the artist and the world’s materials. She moves happily 
between physical performance and drawing, and from drawing back to gesture 
again, in what seems to be an extension of the same dance movement.  
 
In 2013, she began to fold her paper, which she soaked in ink, and the drawing 
grew out of this gesture. Le vague et les vagues (Vagueness and the waves) links a 
large-format piece resulting from this folding technique with 64 drawings picking 
out all the occurrences of the word “vague” in the French translation of Virginia 
Woolf’s novel The Waves (“Les Vagues”). The lines formed by the fold and the 
words emerge on the surface of the sheet like waves. The work is an invitation to 
contemplation in response to the simplicity of this movement suggesting the cycle 
and passage of time. 
 
 

 

Oriol Jolonch, born in 1973 - Spain 
Fuente de ambrosia, 2011, Photography 
 
His works is fruit of his imagination, some of 
them pondered and studied in detail and with 
a long travel behind. 

 
Others are like small flashes of clarity that I 
have some times and after, I try to give 
expression to fixed images, without any plan 
more that people stop a few instant in front 
of the image and observes it with a little more 
attention, and if they want, they can do some 
questions themselves or imagine the story 
that could be behind every scene interpreting 
the reality and inducing the spectator to 
confuse reality and fiction.
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Zhang Kechun, born in 1980 - China 
The yellow river, 2012, Photography 

 
Committed to portraying landscape as it 
really is, during his journey he captured 
the dark side of China‘s modernization: 
devastating floods, pollution and radical 
changes of the countryside. Yet, despite 
portraying the flaws of today’s unbridled 
industrialization and the overexploitation 
of this precious natural resource, Zhang 
Kechun‘s photographs seem to carry a 
message of hope, their soft and gentle 
tones remind us of a peaceful watery 
landscape. 
 
His work The yellow river shows a man 
having a phone conversation. He is a 
boatman, whose task is to transport tourists on his inflatable craft. In this strange scenario the 
only human character appears as microscopic facing an endless stretch of water, perhaps a 
reminder of the overwhelming power of this precious resource. 

 
 
 
 
 
Roman Krassoulia, born in 1991 – France 
Acqua alta, 2015, Video 
 

 
His work is an exploration of 
fiction and staging through 
film, video, comic strips and 
recently installation art. He 
confronts the viewer with the 
semantic origin of the myths 
that make up his works, and 
is always thinking about the 
gesture and its 
reinterpretation through the 
explicit point of view of the 
characters, playing on the gap 
between the fiction and its 
point of anchorage in reality. 
 

Acqua Alta is a project initiated in Venice, based on an exploration of the idea of inter-
tidal zones with the architect Skander Mokni. The video invokes a post-apocalyptic vision 
of a submerged world, in which the continents have disappeared and the planet has 
become a constellation of islands, a world of water in which human society has come 
apart. But hope lies elsewhere, like a promise that materialises through a recorded 
message promising the existence of a new continent, sheltered from the tides. 
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Mathilde Lavenne, born in 1982 - France 
Focus on infinity, 2015, Video 
 

 
 
After initiating my artistic practice in drawing, I orient my activities to the new 
technologies and digital tools writing film and interactives installations. I integrate 
in October 2014, the promotion 
 
Alain Resnais of Fresnoy in Tourcoing. Focus on infinity is a film shamanic, 
hypnotic and Kaleidoscopic that explores the creative power that is always within 
us, pushing the human being in front of nature in a swirl of matter. This sensory 
expedition like a fjord-movie reminds us that Lavoisier thought is also infinite : 
"nothing is lost, nothing is created, everything is transformed. 

 
 

Pauline Lavogez, born in 1991 -  France 
Vu d'ici, 2014, Video 
 
Vu d’ici is an attempt to defy 
the force of attraction. We are 
lost in a fragment of the 
world that we cannot situate 
in space or time. The video 
challenges both our physical 
and allegorical limits. Like a 
mirror, Vu d’ici confronts us 
with our human condition 
and our vulnerability when 
faced with the world, whilst 
reminding us that the things 
that we struggle against with 
so much energy can 
sometimes be defeated by letting go.  
 
It is a piece that challenges our attitude to imprisonment. Pauline Lavogez’s videos 
question limits. She wants to experiment with impulses, bring them into being and 
study the power of people, relationships and life: their fragility. 
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Fernando Martin Godoy, born in 1975 - Spain 
Water guardians, 2015, Photography 
 
Water guardians is a polypthyc of 6 small 
photocollages that show some stunning and 
ambiguous constructions built near the water 
or surrounded by it. The title may suggest 
their function: though it doesn’t seem to be 
clear, they could be big and mysterious 
elements made by humans to control or 
protect water in different locations of the 
planet. They may serve to some kind of 
process of water or to control its quality or its 
right use. It could be a reflection about power 
and about the use of natural resources. Some 
of them seem to be ancient constructions, but 
there is no clue about it. The final reading of 
the work is always up to the experience of the 
viewer. 
 
This piece contains three ingredients present 
in most of my works: geometry, synthesis and mistery. The technique of photocollage allows 
me to get very powerful images with a minimum intervention on the original material, 
generally just by adding a simple geometric form to a landscape (almost like drawing with the 
cutter) and playing with texture and scale. The result mixes a certain objectivity from the old 
pictures in black and white with the utopic nature of the constructions. 

 
 

Aurélia Nardini, born in 1989 - France 
L'oreille d'or, 2015, Installation 
 

Aurélia Nardini'work explores the way 
we listen to the world, through 
different medias  : installations, 
compositions and performances. 
Working as a visual artist and musician, 
she got a Masters in fine arts from les 
Beaux Arts of Nantes, then a post-
diploma about Sound Art at the Beaux 
Arts of Bourges. 
Her work is based on people and places 
she meets, related to History, that she 
develops both through documentary 
and fictionnal forms. 
 

In a nuclear submarine, the most powerful weapon is ... sound. Under the sea, there is an 
acoustic war going on, and the soldiers are called "the golden ears". These officers, with there 
extremely precise hearing, are able to detect the presence of a boat passing nearby, the direction 
and the speed it's driving, just by listening to it. With this interactive table, inspired by the 
game hit and sunk, the audience can listen to a former "golden ear", who tries to describe the 
sound he used to hear. His voice is amplified by the compositions of the artists, creating a deep, 
abyssal atmosphere. 
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Akmar Nijhof, born in 1976 – Netherlands 
Seascapes, 2015, Video 
 

Each video displays a 
different artificial sea. 
These are listed in the 
library of MAYA2009, a 
3D animation, modeling, 
simulation, and rendering 
software. This software 
provides four 
OceanShaders, they 
simulate: Calm Sea, Giant 
Storm, High Seas and a 
Normal Sea.  

 
The basic shapes for geometry; a circle, a square, a rectangle, and a triangle, added in each 
scene. The work compares the thought process of man with that of the computer. Where the 
progress in thinking of humans goes along with an increasing level of abstraction, the progress 
in thinking of the computer goes along with an increasing simulation of the real world. 
 According to the artist, is it also a 'Love Story' between nature and science, “Mirroring each 
other movement shows a sense of empathy. This allows a greater connection and 
understanding”.  

 
 
 

Jesus Pinto, born in 1973 - Spain 
Watermotion 1, 2014, Video 

 
 
Watermotion is one of the first 
series that SUSO33 created by 
paintinwith water on the walls 
of his house in Dufftown. At 
this point, he was  still 
experimenting with the 
environment, discovering the 
capacities  of the agents that 
draw with him: clouds, the sun, 
trees, birds;  
 
 

 
This is why these pieces, far from being premeditated, or of a conceptual  nature (as we will 
see further on), evoked the intuitive trances to which the artist surrendered, and which he 
recorded in selfvideo format. The artist flows by dancing and painting with a vaporizer 
in  each hand. The emerging iconography alludes to the environment; animals, waves, cosmic 
orbits, birds, organic geometric forms, etc. H Vertiginous sketches that form the stains-
beginning-end of a motif, A and which merge with his arms, his shadow, so that his body, the 
tool, the surface and the drawing all become just one entity. The sound was created by Dave 
Zorton on site using the guidelines provided by the artist in relation to water metaphors.
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Benoît Pype, born in 1985 - France 
Chutes libres, 2013, Installation 
 
Playing with the limits of our 
perception, Benoît Pype succeeds, 
thanks to simple interventions, in 
presenting a renewed focus on forgotten 
or neglected matter. In 2013, Benoît 
Pype presented at the Palais de Tokyo 
the exhibition Fabrique du résiduel, 
plunging into a laboratory and analysis 
of dust found during his wanderings. 
 
Chutes Libres was born from a drop of 
molten metal that fall in a volume of 
water, causing a variety of spontaneous 
forms with unexpected contours. This 
process is based on a divination ritual in which the viewer delivers a vision of the 
future. 

 
 
François Reau, born in 1978 - France 
I land, Projet, Installation 
 

 
 
Born in 1978, François Réau works and lives in Paris. Multidisciplinary artist, his work 
is mainly focus around two media: Installation and Drawing. His work has been seen 
and exposed at lille3000, Mons 2015 European Capital of Culture or at Menton’s 
Museum of Fine Art. 
 
His project for the 2015 competition “Contemporary Talents” combines a three-
dimension installation with drawing. It acts as a visual point of reference in space and 
questions positioning, time as well as human condition. It’s an immaterial feeling that 
François Réau is trying to share with us through this installation. 
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Olivier Robert, born in 1970 - Belgium 
Barrières de jalons, 2012, Photography 

 
Photographer and landscape architect, 
Olivier Robert has based his approach on a 
minimalist expression for more than 25 
years. Using mainly long exposures, he has 
devoted his work almost exclusively to 
landscapes and lakes looking for specific 
landmarks left by human on the shores.  
 
The timelessness, the simplicity and 
sometimes the mystery are the main 
features of his work. They strongly 
emphasize his monochrome compositions 
which make think of the Asian ink-
painting, a noticeable inspiring influence 
for the photographer. 

 
 
 
 

Belén Rodriguez-Gonzalez, born in 1981 - Spain 
Unidiverso, 2014, Video 
 

 
The project, begun at the 
Academy of Spain in Rome in 
2012, contains references to 
archaeology, history, play, 
parties and celebration, the 
world of children, and the 
idealism of the 20th-century 
artistic avant-garde movements. 
The material basis of this 
project is assorted bits of plastic 
flotsam collected on different 
beaches that suggest crushed 
toys, a kind of childhood 
archaeology. 
 

 
The full title "The Miracle Is That the Unidiverse Exists" was inspired by Wittgenstein's 
observation that "aesthetically, the miracle is that the world exists", by which he meant 
that the world itself is the supreme and utterly sufficient reason to create. All questions 
about the meaning of the world inevitably run up against the limits of language and 
strive to grasp the world as an inexplicable wonder. After Sputnik, there is no nature, 
only art. But aesthetically, the miracle is that the unidiverse exists. And it is manifested 
in a Merry De-cadence [sic]. 
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Carolina Saquel, born in 1970 - Chile 
Cuero vivo, 2010, Video 

 
Corporal gestures; the history of 
painting and its genres; the 
observation of nature stripped of 
human presence; cinematographic 
and documentary references are 
several points of departure for my 
work in video and photography.  
 
Utilizing a prolonged temporality, I 
explore the perception of time and 
its passing as well as that of 
movement and its inflection, 
transforming these “objects” in order 
to find strangeness in the banal. 

 
 
 

Loup Sarion, born in 1987 - France 
Thirsty in the pool, Project of installation 

 
 
Gaseous, liquid, sticky, vaporous: 
Loup Sarion’s narrative fiction is 
based around fluids. Spreading 
their properties beneath or on top 
of transparent, reflective glass 
panels, or synthetic fibre flags, or 
dripping from a long tube hanging 
from a pipe, spilling out their sap, 
there is something seminal, 
porous, acidic and aggressive 
about Loup Sarion’s fluids.  
 
These sparkling flows preside over 

an installation created by the artist in the form of an esplanade, a re-enactment of street 
furniture stripped of function. The elusive liquids evaporate in bubbles, leave stains and 
run. In this transitory, inhabitable space - waiting room, lobby or department store 
window - the colourful, sugary cocktail begins its process of digestion.  
 
Laid down, hanging or balanced, the image then explodes like a soda bubble, 
impregnates certain surfaces with its silhouette by transfer, is deposited onto others in 
the form of blotches of coloured resin, or creates a puddle of thick, sugared honey. Like a 
piece of sleeping architecture in which some of the details have been sculpted, 
everything here is ready to resume. Desires, products and cultures sweat and combine 
their flows, as if rinsed in the humid heat of a gym, or melted by too much sun. 
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Alex Seton, born in 1977 - Australia 
Deluge in a cup, 2015, Sculpture 

 
Alex Seton is an artist who explores 
contemporary notions of loss and change 
within themes of nationhood, asylum and 
the transition from the analogue to the 
digital world through sculpture, installation 
and photography. Within the framework of 
marble carving, Seton interrogates and 
displaces expectations through overturning 
historical and cultural constructs, 
challenging our perception and subverting 
the traditions of the material.  
 
One of Seton's central concerns is the 
nature of monument and the way in which 
we consecrate objects, people and moments 

in time. Deluge in a Cup is just such an expression of that concern of the fluidity of 
time. Materially the individual elements hang together in a precarious relationship 
dependent on a constant feed of water. The marble cup stays atop the wooden stand 
held together by the swelling in the wooden joints from the water overflowing one 
drop at a time from the cup. Once set in motion, the water cannot be withdrawn, or 
the wooden joints shrink and fall apart, the marble cup falls and smashes, and the steel 
tray oxides to rust. Water is the conduit, the life giver, and the destroyer all in one. 
 

 
 

Fanny Spano, born in 1993 - France 
La grand-mère, 2015, Installation 

 
After obtaining the DNAP with summa cum laude 
in École supérieure d’Aix-en-Provence, Fanny Spano 
is studying in École nationale supérieure d’arts de 
Cergy-Paris, where she is developing her research 
skills in installation, writing and performing.  
 
Her interest for the concrete experiences in  
human-scale, is bringing her to organize several 
projects artistic-curatorial with workshop, concert 
and conference, proposed to the local public.  
 
Currently in Erasmus in the Accademia di Belle  
Arti di Brera of Milan on scenography and curating 
practices, she is mainly focused on matters with 
regard to the relationships among artists , curators, 
and critics. 



24  

Sophie Usunier, born in 1971 - France 
Phishing, 2008, Installation 
 
Phishing floats between two 
waters where we are ourselves the 
preys, the fishes attracted by 
colors, forms and matter, charmed 
and hypnotized by the suspended 
constellation. 
 
Sophie Usunier's work (lives and 
works in Metz, Fr and Milan, It) is 
full of everyday images and objects 
that she uses in order to destabilize 
the archetypal and classical 
references of our societies. 

 
 
 
 

Florian Viel, born in 1990 - France 
Le jardin de wudi, Project of installation 

 
From his occidental 
tempered country he 
look up on the tropical 
world. He observe it 
through different filters 
such as navigators tales 
since Renaissance, 
adventure stories or 
scientific explorations... 
He doesn’t have any 
raft to gaze at toucans 
from the top of trees, 
but He study a system 

that arise in what we coarsely consider as "tropical world". It is constituted by many 
samples taken from this immensity, but that we wouldn't have noted the exact origin 
because all those seem to have as a common denominator to be tropical. No needs to 
bother with indexing when we talk about clichés.  
 
Therefore "Wudi's garden" is, in its own way, an hybridization that take over these 
assessments, mix them to get their essences, but which doesn't try to annihilate the 
symbolic of each different element. This is a pond, this is a zen garden, this is a 
meditation place, a deck-chair, a pontoon, this an haïku, a pool, an archipelago of 
imaginary islands, this is a fantasy, this is a dream and also a compiled History, 
everything pressed into an artistic installation. 
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Marya Yaborskaya, born in 1986 - Spain 
Styx, 2015, Installation 
 

 
 
Styx is a reflection on the soul through water. By associating the theme of the passage 
from life to death of the mythological river, with an abstract aquatic universe, I propose 
a metaphoric experience, a journey of the body towards the unknown.  
 
Starting off from a breath, landscapes are created, losing any sense of scale and of 
reality. The journey is then told backwards. 
 
 
 
 

Collective Coline Caussade, born in 1989 & Sarah Clerval, born in 1989 - France 
Manière noire, 2014, Installation 
 

The Collective is made of 
two visual artists, one 
attached to the storytelling 
and the other to simple 
physical things. From this 
encounter of share 
experiences, they decided in 
2014 to work on a common 
project: Manière noire.  The 
glacier's caves' sky was 
dripping. 
 

As they were shooting the film it was raining inside the caves while the weather was 
clear outside… In Iceland their perception of landmarks is disturbed due to the lack of 
human presence. What remains in their minds is an impression of proximity and 
remoteness, an uncertainty. Manière noire is a story about landscape. Even though this 
Island is the scene of both fantasized and concrete pictures, they tried to paint it with 
its own palette, tried sketching it with its own vocabulary: Water is at times rain at the 
window, sometimes frozen on top of glaciers or hidden below ash heaps. Stones move 
on their own on the ice. 
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La Fondation François Schneider 
 
 
 

 
The Fondation François Schneider was 
created in December 2000, and officially 
recognised as a public interest organisation 
in 2005.  
Since day one, it has pursued the two goals 
expressed by its founder: help 
underprivileged youths to obtain higher 
education, and support contemporary 
artists to gain recognition. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The Foundation’s centre for 
contemporary art is situated in 
the Alsatian village of 
Wattwiller (France).  Its 2 
500m2 of exhibition space are 
dedicated to one central theme: 
water. Through several 
initiatives, such as the 
“Contemporary Talents” 
competition, the Foundation 
helps artists develop their 
careers by acquiring their work 
and giving them the visibility 
they need 
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The “Contemporary Talents” 
Competition 
 
 
 
 
Dedicated to contemporary art, the François Schneider Foundation 
has for ambition to support artists in the development of their 
career. Through the "Contemporary Talents" Competition, François 
Schneider wishes to support 7 artists every year by the acquisition of 
their works, an exhibition and a publication. 
 
 
 

Objectives of the "Contemporary Talents" Competition 
• Incite the artists to appropriate this theme which has belonged to 

the art history for a long time. 
• Bring them, by their artistic gesture, to think, to look, to analyze 

and to criticize, to divert and to use the water, its properties, its 
symbols, its tools, its stakes. 

• Offer to the selected artists a visibility with a wide range of 
audience. 

• Favor the exchange and their networking with the cultural actors. 
• Awaken the public, in particular the youngest, to the contemporary 

art. 
 
 
 

Presentation of the theme: the water 
Water, essential in the life and in the development of the humanity, is 
multiple and singular. It is symbolically one of four natural elements 
which, with the air, fire and earth, make up the universe. 
It is at the heart of myths and religions. It changes shapes 
permanently. Water is certainly a natural resource but for a big part of 
the planet, it is the rarest good. 
 

 
 

Modalities of the competition 
This competition is opened to the candidates of any nationalities 
and ages, working in the Fine Art.  
In the disciplines "installation" and "sculpture", the artists have the 
possibility to present either an existing artwork or a project. Every 
year, the Fondation François Schneider dedicates for the competition 
"Contemporary Talents» up to 300,000 € to be shared amongst the 
laureates as prices or support to make a new artwork.  
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150,000 euros for the acquisition of the works 
Among the candidates, will be chosen: 
• on one hand the beneficiaries of the " Contemporary Talents ", 6 

prize-winners will receive each 20,000 euros for the acquisition of 
their work, 

• and on the other hand, a work, considered by the International 
Grand Jury as the most promising, will be selected as " Talent of 
Water " and will receive 30,000 euros for the acquisition of 
her/his work. 

 

150,000 euros for the realization of the artistic projects 
For the artists who present their works (installation or sculpture) in the 
form of projects, they can receive financial support up within the limits 
of a 150 000 € to produce their piece. 
 
 
An exhibition: 
Selected artists will be exhibited at the Fondation François Schneider in 
2017. A publication will also be created to present these artists and will 
be available in both French and English.  
 
 

Call for application 2016 "CONTEMPORARY TALENTS" – exhibition 2018 
The call to application of the 2016 "Contemporary Talents" 
Competition will take place from the 1st June to the 15th December 
2016 at 11.59PM (local time). The application will have to be made via 
our website : 
www.fondationfrancoisschneider.org 
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Practical information 
 
 
 
Friday 27th May  2016 at 6 PM 
Jean-Noël Jeanneney, President of the International Grand Jury, will 
announce the name of the prize-winners of the 2015 "Contemporary 
Talents" Competition. 

 
 
Fondation François Schneider  
27 rue de la Première Armée,  68700 Wattwiller - France 
Tél : +33 (0)3 89 82 10 10 
@ : info@fondationfrancoisschneider.org  
www.fondationfrancoisschneider.org 
 
Director : Léa GUZZO 
Press contact : Elodie GRAFF  
e.graff@fondationfrancoisschneider.org 
 

 
Exhibitions’ schedule 2016 
5th March – 29th May 2016 : Plongeons : Carte blanche à la HEAR 
18th June – 11th September 2016 : Eaux troubles, Eaux calmes  
1st October – 19th December 2016 : Talents Contemporains - 
 

 
Entry : 
Full price: 7 euros 
Reduced price: 5 euros 
(Jobseekers, children from 12 to 18 y.o, teachers, students, group of 10 
minimum, disabled, and visitors over 65) 
Free admission: children under 12, ICOM card, Museums-PASS-
Musées and PASS WATT  
 

 
Opening Times : 
From Wednesday to Sunday – 10 AM to 6 PM 
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Access 

 

 
 
 

Mulhouse Train Station - 30 min by car  
 

Colmar Train Station - 30 min by car  
 

International airport of Mulhouse/Basel at 30 min by car  
 

From Paris, direct trains between Paris Gare de Lyon and 
Mulhouse. 

 
 


